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NWEA„ Comparative Data to Inform Instructional Decisions 

To help provide context to Measures of Academic Progress® (MAP®) normative percentiles, this document includes 
multiple College and Career Readiness (CCR) benchmarks, including those from ACT® and Smarter Balanced Assessment 
Consortium (Smarter Balanced)*. 


When you’re armed with MAP interim assessment data, you’re 
better prepared to meet your students when and where they need 
you most. 

Use the comparative data in the tables below as one of your data 
points for instructional decision making. While not intended for 
use as a single placement guide, these data can help inform a 
variety of programmatic and instructional decisions, including: 

• identifying and qualifying students for various instructional 
strategies 

• guiding teachers who do not regularly make decisions on 
instructional program choices for students 

• scheduling and grouping to meet students’ learning needs 

• screening for special or alternative instruction 

• staffing and resourcing 


About each chart 

• The grade designations represent beginning-of-year grade levels. 

• The RIT scores defining each level are separated by 1/2 standard 
deviation except for the highest level, which is set at the 95th 
percentile. 

• At all levels, consider differentiated instruction, flexible 
grouping, or tiered instruction. 

• As scores ascend, give more consideration to curriculum- 
compacting, accelerated instructional pacing, and special 
programs. 

• As scores descend, give more consideration to additional 
instructional time, one-on-one tutoring, use of short cycle 
assessments, and special programs. 

The instructional suggestions in this document are intended to 
provide initial ideas, not to be an exhaustive list of options. 
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A student score at or above the following scores on a 6+ Mathematics Survey with Coals test suggests student readiness for: 
230 Introduction to Algebra; 235 Algebra; 245 Geometry 
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READING 
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GENERAL SCIENCE 
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★General science status norms for grades 9 and 10 should not be used to evaluate performance in topically differentiated high school science courses where science 
content is more specialized. 


For many reasons, it is inadvisable to compare performance of a student on one set of test norms to his or her performance on 
another. The user is strongly advised to use the 2015 norms because they provide the current and most accurate reference for 
MAP scores. Slight differences from the 2011 norms have been observed, some of which reflect true change in the performance 
of the students. In addition, evidence indicates three other plausible sources for these differences. School's demographics 
changed between 2011 and 2015 and may have contributed to differences. Methodological improvements such as a larger and 
more representative sample, the use of nine (vs five) terms of data, and a new model for estimating growth have made the 2015 
norms more accurate. Finally, the varied nature of Common Core State Standards adoption, implementation, and testing appear 
to have resulted in lower test scores. The sources of these observed differences are the subject of further research. 


Need more information about how to use the data in this document to maximize every 
student’s learning? Contact your account manager at 503-624-1951 or 866-654-3246. 

Northwest Evaluation Association™ (NWEA™) has nearly 40 years of experience helping educators accelerate student 
learning through computer-based assessment suites, professional development offerings, and research services. 
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